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outside the swollen ranks of the Government. Members are
awaiting the next phase of Sir Edward Carson's career with the
deepest interest*"
The ease had more fully to be explained, and the explanation
came when the Prime Minister returned to the House, on the
2nd November, 1015* Upon Mr. Asquith, at that time, all the
suspicions, fears and anger of an alarmed and almost desperate
public were concentrated* The temporising of years seemed to
have accumulated all their arrears in compound vengeance
upon that single head. His u wait and see " had long been a
catchword and a powerful Press attributed every misfortune to
those politic delays which were ascribed to indolence or
indecision. Mr. Asquith had some reason to believe that these
attacks were directed or encouraged by one of his own colleagues,
for gossip coupled the names of Lord Nurtheliffc and the Minister
of Munitions. Some lime before (on the 2Ut.li March, 1U15) he
had given Mr. Lloyd George a broad hint of his knowledge of
the intrigue, and had listened, with more indulgence than
conviction, to vehemently passionate denials.1 Yet attacks and
rumours continued and the more the storm grew in fury and
concentration, the more must these uncomfortable doubts have
obtruded themselves upon the not altogether unsophisticated
mind of the old statesman. Carson, at all events, hit could not
suspect: there, as he know wel!f the motive was public and the
difference was open. Yet from Carson eame this heaviest of
blows at that most critical of times. Awl so again wo see Hfe
Asquith squaring his shoulders, after his old hubjt, taking
responsibility for his colleagues, putting the best face on the
worst situation*
They had done great things i there? were not far short of a
million men under Sir John French, besides other contingents
elsewhere; the Dominions had rallied to the iing; the Grand
Fleet was doing its silent work; there hud been u an important
and highly successful campaign in Mesopotamia,"
Mr* Asquith never blamed the soldier for the mistakes of tint
statesman* As for the Dardanelles, " in a great war like this
you cannot determine your policy or your course of action
entirely and exclusively by military and naval considerations.
1 Lord Oxford and A*quith, Mcmoritt end Reflections, i$5*-i$s?> vol 11., p, 70,